
SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY
COLLECT, READINGS, HYMNS & SONG

COLLECT
O God the king of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our 
Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING Ezekiel 36:24-28

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

The word of the Lord came to me: 24I will take you from the nations, and gather 
you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. 25I will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 
from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. 27I will put my spirit within you, and make you 
follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28Then you shall live 
in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will 
be your God. 

SECOND READING Acts 1:6-14

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
6When the apostles had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.’ 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had 
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, 
and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.



14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

GOSPEL John 17:1-11

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
1Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son
so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all 
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 6I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one.’ 

HYMNS & SONG DURING THE SERVICE

Opening: All hail the power of Jesus’ name 
1All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name,
let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem
and crown him, crown him, crown him, 
crown him Lord of all!

2Crown him, all martyrs of your God,
who from his altar call;
praise him whose way of pain you trod,
and crown him, crown him, crown him, 
crown him Lord of all!

3O prophets faithful to his word, 
in matters great and small,
who made his voice of justice heard,
now crown him, crown him, crown him, 
crown him Lord of all!

4All sinners, now redeemed by grace,
who heard your Saviour's call,
now robed in light before his face,
O crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him, O crown him Lord of all.



5Let every tribe and every race
who heard the freedom call,
in liberation, see Christ's face,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him, and crown him Lord of all.

6Let every people, every tongue
to him their heart enthral:
lift high the universal song
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him, and crown him Lord of all.

Words: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, adapted by: Michael Forster, b. 1946 
© This version 1999 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.

Children's: Alive, alive

Alive, alive, alive for evermore.
Now Jesus is alive, alive for evermore.
Alive, alive, alive for evermore.
Now Jesus is alive.

Sing hallelujah! Sing hallelujah!
Now Jesus is alive for evermore.
Sing hallelujah! Sing hallelujah!
Now Jesus is alive.

© 2000 Group Publishing Inc. 

Gradual: The Lord’s my Shepherd
1The Lord's my Shepherd
I'll not want.
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
his goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in you alone.
And I will trust in you alone,
for your endless mercy follows me,
your goodness will lead me home. 
2He guides my ways in righteousness,
and he anoints my head with oil,
and my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on his pure delights.
3And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
for you are with me, and your rod and staff
are the comfort I need to know. 

Words: Stuart Townend
© 1996 Kinsway’s Thankyou Music



Offertory: Father I place into your hands
1Father I place into your hands
the things I cannot do.
Father, I place into your hands
the things that I've been through.
Father, I place into your hands
the way that I should go,
for I know I always can trust you.
2Father, I place into your hands
my friends and family.
Father, I place into your hands
the things that trouble me.
Father, I place into your hands
the person I would be,
for I know I always can trust you.
3Father, we love to see your face,
we love to hear your voice.
Father, we love to sing your praise
and in your name rejoice.
Father, we love to walk with you
and in your presence rest,
for we know we always can trust you.

Father, I want to be with you
and do the things you do.
Father, I want to speak the words
that you are speaking too.
Father, I want to love the ones
that you will draw to you,
for I know that I am one with you.

Jenny Hewer
© 1975 Kingsway's Thankyou Music

Final: AM 263 - Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

As the deer

1As the deer pants for the water,
so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart’s desire
and I long to worship you.

You alone are my strength, my shield,
to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
2I want you more than gold or silver,
only you can satisfy.
You alone are the real joygiver
and the apple of my eye.
3You’re my friend and you are my brother,
even though you are a king.
I love you more than any other,
so much more than anything. 

Words: Martin J. Nystrom
© 1983 Restoration Music admin. by Sovereign Music UK

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
1What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.
2Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.
3Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms He'll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.



4Blessed Saviour, Thou hast promised Thou wilt all our burdens bear
May we ever, Lord, be bringing all to Thee in earnest prayer.
Soon in glory bright unclouded there will be no need for prayer
Rapture, praise and endless worship will be our sweet portion there.
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