
FESTIVAL OF CREATION IN CHRIST
COLLECT, READINGS, HYMNS & SONGS

COLLECT
Holy and eternal God, you are the Maker of heaven and earth, you are the Word 
through whom all things were made,  and you are the Spirit, the giver of life:  
draw us into the mystery of your love, that with all creation we may proclaim your 
praise,  through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:12−13

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord: 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; in-
stead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a me-
morial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Colossians 1:15−20 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.
15Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 1.1−14

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, O 
Lord
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, 4and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness,



and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMNS & SONGS DURING THE SERVICE

Opening: AM 105 - All Creatures of our God and King 

Children’s Song: And God said

1And God said the sun should shine,
The rain should fall, the flowers should grow,
And God said the birds should sing,
And it was so, was so.

2And God said the grass should grow,
The trees bear fruit, the winds should blow,
And God said the streams should flow,
And it was so, was so.

Words: Colin Buchanan © Johnie B Wood

Gradual: This is my Father’s world
1This is my Father's world,
and to my listening ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world:
I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

2This is my Father's world,
the birds their carols raise,
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their Maker's praise.
This is my Father's world:
he shines in all that's fair;
in the rustling grass I hear him pass;
he speaks to me everywhere.

3This is my Father's world.
O let me ne'er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world:
the battle is not done;
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
and earth and heaven be one.



Words: Maltbie D. Babcock © Public Domain

Offertory: Joy to the world! The Lord is come
1Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
let earth receive her King;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
while fields and floods,
rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Words: Isaac Watts © Public Domain

Final: You Shall go out with Joy
You shall go out with joy
and be led forth with peace,
and the mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you.
There’ll be shouts of joy,
and the trees of the field
shall clap, shall clap their hands.

And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,
and you’ll go out with joy.

Words: Steffi Geiser Rubin & Stuart Dauermann © 1973 Lillenas Pub Co.


