
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
COLLECT, READINGS, HYMNS & SONGS

COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what 
lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your 
commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-20 

A reading from the book of Exodus.
1Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods 
before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of any-
thing that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of par-
ents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your 
God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the 
sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labour and do all your work.
10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work – you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honour your father and your 
mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giv-
ing you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not 
steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 17You shall not 
covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife,
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neigh-
bour. 18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at 
a distance, 19and said to Moses, ‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not 
let God speak to us, or we will die.’ 20Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; 
for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that 
you do not sin.’

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 19 (with refrain)
Reader: The Refrain for the Psalm is: 
The commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.
All:  The commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.
1The heavens are telling the glory of God  
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2One day pours out its song to another  
and one night unfolds knowledge to another.
3They have neither speech nor language
and their voices are not heard,
4Yet their sound has gone out into all lands  
and their words to the ends of the world.
5In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun,  
that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber
and rejoices as a champion to run his course.
6It goes forth from the end of the heavens
and runs to the very end again,  
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
The commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.
7The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;  
the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart;  
the commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;  
the judgements of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold,  
sweeter also than honey,
dripping from the honeycomb.
11By them also is your servant taught  



and in keeping them there is great reward. 
The commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.
12Who can tell how often they offend  
O cleanse me from my secret faults!
13Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins
lest they get dominion over me;  
so shall I be undefiled,
and innocent of great offence.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
The commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.

GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, O 
Lord

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 33‘Listen to another 
parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 
dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to 
the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat 
one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than 
the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 38But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.” 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ 
41They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease 
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’ 
42Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
amazing in our eyes”? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 
44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush 
anyone on whom it falls.’ 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMNS & SONGS DURING THE SERVICE
Opening: AM 207: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation

Children’s Song: This is the Day
This is the day, this is the day 
that the Lord has made,
that the Lord has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice 
and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day that the Lord has made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day 
that the Lord has made.

Words: Les Garrett © 1967-1980 Scripture in Song

Gradual: Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks with a grateful heart.
Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because he's given
Jesus Christ, his Son.  x2

And now let the weak say "I am strong,"
let the poor say "I am rich,"
because of what the Lord has done for us. x2

Repeat all and at the end...
Give thanks. Words: Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music

Offertory:  AM 262: Alleluia, sing to Jesus

Final: Christ be our light
1 Longing for light, we wait in 
darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church
gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is 
troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

3 Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.

4 Longing for shelter, many are 
homeless,
longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering 
others,
walls made of living stone.

5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.

Words: B. Farrell © OCP Publications via Calamus


