
St Ursula’s & Money  
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

 
How much does it cost to run the Church? 
 
Our current budget is around CHF 230’000, 
which is around CHF 4’400 a week.  
 
Where does the money come from? 
 
70% of the money comes from our 
congregation and supporters pledging, 
donating or putting money in the collection. 
Around 15% is via fundraising and a similar 
amount from renting out our premises. 
 
I pay church tax (Kirchensteuer). Doesn't some 
of that go to St Ursula's? 
 
No. We are not a state church (Landeskirche). 
Some of our members choose to pay church tax 
because they also want to support their local 
state church. But you don't have to if you are a 
member of St Ursula's.  
 
But the Church of England is very rich. Why 
doesn't St Ursula's get any of that? 
 
The Church of England does own a lot of land 
and investments, however, most of this was 
given by past generations and it is held in trust 
for the Church of today and tomorrow.   
The Church of England is not rich, and also 
struggles every year to raise the level of income 
that it needs for its work in the World. 
 

 
What does pledging mean exactly? 
 

Pledging is your financial commitment to 
our work and to the future of our Church. 
It is a promise to give a regular amount to 
the Church. You can pledge monthly or 
annually, or any time period in between. 
It is your way of saying yes to God and 
giving back from what he gives to you. 

 
How much should I pledge? 
 
The Church of England encourages each 
of us to tithe 10% of our income, being 
5% to the Church and 5% to other 
charities. However, only you can decide 
the right amount for you.  

 
What is the difference between the Church and 
the Charitable Association? 
 

When the Swiss Government decided that 
giving to Churches was no longer eligible for Tax 
relief, the Bern Tax Office suggested that we set 
up a Charitable Association, which can only be 
used for donations to charities and the  upkeep 
our buildings. The money given to this is tax 
deductible for the giver. Whilst this may seem a 
great solution, we cannot use the money given 
to the Association for our expenses in the 
Church, and these include all wages and admin 
costs. This means that if everyone only donated 
to the Charitable Association we would run out 
of money in the Church. That is why we need a 
good split. 
 
So what is a good split between the Church and 
the Charitable Association? 
 
The budget shows that the 80:20 rule is a good 
guide. 80% to the Church, and 20% to the 
Charitable Association. However, you might 
choose a different split if the tax relief is 
important to you, or if you also continue to give 
in the collection.  
 
How many people are already pledging? 
 
In 2023 68 people gave regular amounts to us, 
naturally the 68 are sometimes families, but we 
do have several couples who separately pledge. 
 
More questions? Contact the Treasurer on 
treasurer@stursula.ch 


